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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
CHARACTERIZING DRAGGING
EQUIPMENT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure is directed to dragging equipment
and, more particularly, to a system and method for character-
izing dragging equipment.

BACKGROUND

Detection systems for the railroad industry provide meth-
ods and apparatus for detecting dragging, or otherwise
improperly hanging or protruding vehicle equipment when a
train passes by a railside monitoring station. Systems or appa-
ratus for detecting the presence of objects dragging beneath a
train are sometimes referred to as “draggers”. In various
implementations, draggers may be placed at twenty mile
intervals, ten mile intervals, or other spaced intervals along
stretches of railroad track, in addition to being placed at
railroad crossings and in railroad switching yards. If a drag-
ging object, or otherwise improperly protruding equipment is
detected by a dragger, the train may be stopped so that the
object can be secured, or removed to reduce the potential for
derailment or other problems. Existing systems for detecting
dragging equipment underneath trains include sensors
mounted on stationary strike plates or impact elements posi-
tioned in the path of the protruding equipment. Impacts of
protruding equipment against the stationary impact elements
cause vibrations or accelerations in the impact elements, and
in the sensors mounted thereon.

One problem associated with these types of impact detec-
tion systems involves the triggering of false alarms, in par-
ticular, false alarms can be triggered by vibrations from flat
wheels. A flat wheel, or a wheel with worn tread can cause a
vertical impact on existing impact sensors that the existing
impact detection systems are not capable of distinguishing
from actual dragging equipment.

One attempt to avoid the problem of triggering false alarms
is disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 6,412,332 to M. Bartonek that
issued on Jul. 2, 2002 (the 332 patent). The *332 patent
discloses an apparatus for detecting objects dragging beneath
atrain as the train travels along a rail. The apparatus includes
a stationary impact element rigidly supported along the rail,
with a single axis sensor disposed in a horizontal orientation
relative to the impact element to detect only horizontal com-
ponents of any impact forces.

Although the impact detection system of the *332 patent
eliminates detection of vertical forces, and therefore reduces
the detection of vibrations from flat wheels, this solution for
selective detection of only impacts that create horizontal
forces, may provide a less than optimal impact detection
system. In particular, the impact detection system of the *332
patent has no way to detect impacts of dragging equipment
that create only vertical forces.

The disclosed dragging equipment detector is directed to
overcoming one or more of the problems set forth above
and/or other problems in the art.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, the present disclosure is directed to a method
of characterizing an object protruding beneath a train travel-
ing along rails. The method may include receiving one or
more signals indicative of a detected horizontal force com-
ponent and a detected vertical force component generated by
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impact of the object with a stationary impact element. The
method may also include characterizing the object based on
the horizontal and vertical force components.

In another aspect of the disclosure, an apparatus is pro-
vided for characterizing an object protruding beneath a train
moving along rails. The apparatus may include a stationary
impact element positioned to extend in a direction approxi-
mately orthogonal to a travel direction of the train and extend-
ing across the rails, with an impact surface of the stationary
impact dement oriented at an angle inclined to the travel
direction. One or more sensors may be mounted on the sta-
tionary impact element in one or more directions that allow
each of the one or more sensors to detect horizontal and
vertical force components on the stationary impact element
when the object impacts the stationary impact element. The
apparatus may also include a processor configured to charac-
terize the object based on the horizontal and vertical force
components.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an exemplary system for
characterizing dragging equipment;

FIG. 2 is an elevation view of the exemplary system shown
in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a side sectional view of the exemplary system
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a detection circuit that may be
used with the exemplary system shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3;
and

FIG. 5 is a flowchart depicting an exemplary disclosed
method of characterizing the type of equipment that is drag-
ging using the exemplary system of FIGS. 1, 2, and 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrate an apparatus 100 for characterizing
dragging equipment or objects 129 protruding beneath, hang-
ing below, dragging beneath, or otherwise improperly extend-
ing from train 128 in the direction of train rails 122, 124.
Dragging equipment or objects protruding beneath the train
may bear the risk of damaging the train or the rails, breaking
off and posing a risk to people or objects near the rails, or even
causing derailment of the train. Because of the expense and
inconvenience of stopping a train frequently to secure low-
risk objects, however, a system and method is needed for
detecting dragging objects and characterizing any detected
objects so as to distinguish between various types of objects
that may be dragged by a train.

Apparatus 100, shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, and partially in
cross-section in FIG. 3, comprises one or more stationary
impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108. One disclosed imple-
mentation may include two stationary impact elements 104,
106 located in between train rails 122, 124, and two stationary
impact elements 102, 108 located outside of train rail 122 and
train rail 124, respectively. The two stationary impact ele-
ments 104, 106 located in between train rails 122,124 may be
rigidly coupled together with a connector plate 105, or they
may each be kept separated from each other for applications
where impacts close to one rail are to be distinguished from
impacts close to the other rail. Other possible arrangements of
stationary impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 are contem-
plated, including one or more stationary impact elements
positioned between the train rails, and/or positioned outside
of the rails.

Stationary impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 may be
supported in various ways, including mounted in a frame 136,
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shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3. Frame 136 may be disposed below
rails 122, 124, and between a pair of ties 132, 134. Ties 132,
134 support rails 122, 124 and extend underneath and gener-
ally orthogonal to rails 122, 124. Ties 132, 134 may be made
of different materials, including wood, cement, or other com-
posite materials. In alternative implementations, stationary
impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 may be attached directly
to wood ties 132, 134. Impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108
may be fastened to frame 136 with flange bolts and/or studs
and nuts, or otherwise joined to frame 136. Frame 136 may be
fastened to wood ties 132, 134 with a pair of U-tie brackets
110, or other shaped brackets or structures.

As shown in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3, each impact element 102,
104, 106, 108 may be formed from a single piece of rigid
material, such as steel plate, aluminum, or composite mate-
rials, or from multiple pieces of rigid material that are joined
together. Each impact element 102, 104, 106, 108 may
include generally vertical surfaces extending upwards from
frame 136 and contiguous with one or more inclined angle
impact surfaces 103 positioned generally in an area of poten-
tial impact with dragging equipment 129 or objects extending
below train 128. Impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 may
extend in a direction approximately orthogonal to a travel
direction of train 128 and extending across rails 122, 124.

The inclined angle impact surfaces 103 of each impact
element 102, 104, 106, 108 may be oriented at an angle
inclined to the travel direction of train 128, as best seen in the
perspective view of FIG. 1, or the sectional view of FIG. 3.
The inclined angle of impact surface 103 may allow dragging
equipment 129 to impact inclined angle impact surface 103 of
each impact element 102, 104, 106, 108 and slide over the top
of each impact element. The inclined angle configuration
reduces the magnitude of normal components of the impact
forces on each impact element 102, 104, 106, 108, thereby
reducing the potential for the impact forces to destroy or
seriously damage impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108. One of
ordinary skill in the art will recognize that inclined angle
impact surfaces 103 of impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108,
may be configured to slope at various angles to horizontal and
vertical, with various implementations having inclined angle
impact surfaces 103 oriented at approximately 45 degrees to
the travel direction of train 128. Other implementations may
have an inclined angle impact surface of an impact element
that is within the range of approximately 30 degrees to
approximately 60 degrees inclined to the direction of travel of
train 128.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, each impact element 102, 104,
106, and 108 may house or support at least one sensor 142,
144, 146, and 148, respectively. Sensors 142, 144, 146, 148,
illustrated in FIGS. 1, 2, and 3, may be oriented on respective
impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 in directions that allow
each sensor to detect both horizontal and vertical force com-
ponents generated on each impact element when an object
impacts the impact element. In various implementations sen-
sors 142, 144, 146, 148 may be mounted on inclined angle
impact surfaces 103 of each impact element 102, 104, 106,
108, and oriented at approximately a 45 degree angle to
horizontal. Alternative implementations may also include
providing multiple, single-axis sensors on each of the impact
elements, with each of the single-axis sensors oriented to
detect a single directional component of an impact force. The
signals from multiple, single-axis sensors may then be com-
bined to provide a complete characterization of the impact
force. Sensors 142, 144, 146, 148 may be piezoelectric accel-
erometers that are capable of detecting acceleration in two or
more different orthogonal directions. The accelerations are
transmitted to sensors 142, 144, 146, 148 through impact
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elements 102, 104, 106, 108. Piezoelectric accelerometers
mounted on each impact element may be transducers that
generate an electrical charge proportional to acceleration of
the sensors resulting from an impact on the impact element.

FIG. 3 illustrates one possible implementation wherein
sensor 142 is shown mounted on one or both inside, inclined
angle impact surfaces 103 of impact element 102. The dashed
outline of sensor 142 is shown in two alternative locations
contacting either of the inside surfaces of oppositely facing
inclined angle impact surfaces 103 of impact element 102. In
various implementations, one or more of sensors 142, 144,
146, 148 may be mounted on one or more of inclined angle
impact surfaces 103 on either side of impact elements 102,
104,106, 108 in order to be in position for detecting potential
impacts when train 128 is traveling in either direction along
rails 122, 124. Placement of sensors 142,144,146, 148 on the
inside of inclined angle impact surfaces 103 of impact ele-
ments 102, 104, 106, 108 may protect the sensors from direct
impact by an object 129 improperly protruding from train
128. One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that there
are various ways in which sensors 142, 144, 146, 148 may be
mounted on impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 to detect
accelerations in the impact elements, including being imbed-
ded in the impact element, contained within recesses in the
impact elements, bonded to the impact elements with an
epoxy, soldered or brazed to the impact elements, or con-
tained within housings that are bolted or otherwise joined to
the impact elements.

FIG. 4 is ablock diagram illustrating an arrangement for an
exemplary detection circuit 400 that may be used with various
implementations of the disclosure. Sensors 142, 144, 146,
148 may be connected by cables 202, 204, 206, 208, respec-
tively (also shown in FIG. 2), through a conduit 210 to a CPU
(central processing unit) 220. Alternatively, the sensors could
be communicatively coupled to CPU 220 through various
junction boxes, serial or parallel buses, wirelessly, or through
an Ethernet connection. CPU 220 may be communicatively
coupled to a look-up table 410, or other source of data iden-
tifying characteristic force components or other parameters
associated with known or expected types of impacts on
impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108.

Expected types of impacts may be impacts that are com-
monly or frequently experienced or that may be considered
likely to happen based on past experiences, mechanical struc-
ture or location of the equipment on the train, or susceptibility
to wear and tear from repeated use. In various implementa-
tions, impacts may be expected from equipment such as air
hoses and brake lines since these types of equipment are
frequently connected and disconnected during coupling and
decoupling of train cars, and may come disconnected as a
result of not having been connected properly, or as a result of
wear and tear on the coupling mechanisms. Additionally,
equipment such as the unloading doors on hopper cars may
not be latched properly after unloading at a terminal, and may
therefore come unconnected during motion of the train and
hang down below the train. The types of impacts caused by
flat wheels may also be expected impacts as a result of normal
wear on the wheels after a certain number of miles that may
result in flat areas on the train wheels. Other types of objects
or equipment may also result in expected impacts depending
on the construction of the train cars, the types of cargo being
carried, and the locations where the train is operating.

Output signals from CPU 220 may be communicatively
coupled to various control action generators 420, 430, each of
which may be configured to issue specific control action
signals or commands based on the types or combinations of
force components received. A communication interface 440
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may also be provided to receive the control action signals or
commands from control action generators 420, 430, and con-
vey those control action signals to the proper entity.
Industrial Applicability

The disclosed method and apparatus allow for the detection
and characterization of objects that are protruding beneath,
hanging below, dragging beneath, or otherwise improperly
extending from train 128 in the direction of train rails 122,
124. The disclosed method and apparatus distinguish
between different types or instances of dragging equipment
or improperly protruding equipment by receiving and pro-
cessing signals indicative of at least the horizontal and verti-
cal force components generated by the impact of dragging
equipment 129 against stationary impact elements 102, 104,
106, 108.

FIG. 5 shows at step 510 that CPU 220 may be configured
to receive signals from sensors 142, 144, 146, 148 mounted
on inclined angle impact surfaces 103 of stationary impact
elements 102, 104, 106, 108. The signals received by CPU
220 may be indicative of the horizontal and vertical force
components generated by impact of dragging equipment or
object 129 with one of stationary impact elements 102, 104,
106, 108. In various implementations, CPU 220 may be con-
figured to filter out irrelevant data, such as signals that indi-
cate an impact too small to be relevant to an identification of
dragging equipment. CPU 220 may also be configured to
record the vertical and horizontal force components applied
to impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108 as a result of dragging
equipment or other improperly protruding objects 129 that
may strike one or more of impact elements 102,104,106, 108
as train 128 travels along rails 122, 124 and passes over
impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108. CPU 220 may also be
configured to record the amplitude, frequency, duration, or
other parameters of each of the horizontal and vertical force
components.

At step 520 CPU 220 may be configured to compare the
force components to preset ranges, magnitudes, durations, or
directions for force components known to result from
expected types of impacts, as described above. CPU 220 may
also be configured to compare the force components to a
look-up table 410 of force components experienced by
expected impacts from certain types of dragging equipment,
improperly protruding equipment, or other situations. Infor-
mation that CPU 220 determines using the signals received
from sensors 142, 144, 146, 148 may allow CPU 220 to
distinguish certain types of impacts, such as those caused by
adragging air hose, or brake line, from other types of impacts,
such as those caused by a door hanging down from a hopper
car afterunloading at aterminal. In addition, CPU 220 may be
configured to distinguish forces that may have larger magni-
tude and shorter duration vertical force components, and
small or non-existent horizontal components, such as may be
caused by a flat wheel, or wheel with worn tread, from other
impact forces that include different ratios of vertical and
horizontal force components, or different magnitudes and
durations of the force components.

At step 530 CPU 220 may be configured to characterize
specific forces as having been caused by specific types of
dragging equipment, improperly protruding equipment, flat
wheels, or other conditions. For example, CPU 220 may be
configured to characterize an impact force having a large
vertical component, small or non-existent horizontal compo-
nent, and short duration, as being an impact force caused by a
flat wheel. The fiat wheel may result in a portion of the train
wheel or other component striking nearly vertically down on
an impact element 102, 104, 106, or 108 as train 128 passes
over the impact element. Alternatively, CPU 220 may char-
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acterize another impact force having both vertical and hori-
zontal components of relatively small magnitude, and a
longer duration, as being an impact force caused by a drag-
ging air hose or brake line.

At step 540, in one exemplary implementation CPU 220
may be configured to evaluate whether the detected horizon-
tal force components are greater than the detected vertical
force components. Based on an evaluation of the signals
received from sensors 142, 144, 146, 148, CPU 220 may be
configured to implement different types of control actions
based on the impact force components detected. At step 550
CPU 220 may be configured to implement a second control
action if the detected horizontal force components are not
greater than the detected vertical force components. At step
560 CPU may be configured to implement a first control
action if the horizontal force components are greater than the
vertical force components.

In one exemplary implementation, CPU 220 may be con-
figured to characterize an impact having specific parameters,
such as primarily vertical components of a certain magnitude,
as having been caused by a flat wheel. In this exemplary
implementation, CPU 220 may be configured to implement a
first control action or set of control actions, including sched-
uling maintenance specific to that type of impact, and may
also store data that associates the detected impact with a
specific location on the train, such as identifying the impact as
having been caused by a specific wheel on a particular train
car. In another exemplary implementation, CPU 220 may be
configured to characterize an impact having specific param-
eters, such as horizontal force components greater than ver-
tical force components, as having been caused by a dragging
air line or brake line. In various exemplary implementations,
CPU 220 may compare the direction, magnitude, frequency,
and other parameters of the detected force components to
force components known to result from impacts with drag-
ging equipment or objects that have been assessed as poten-
tially dangerous situations. CPU 220 may be configured to
implement control actions in these types of situations that
may include immediately initiating emergency braking, send-
ing an urgent message to a central control location, or com-
municating the situation directly to train crew.

CPU 220 may also be configured to evaluate input param-
eters received from other sensors (not shown) including train
car identification, UPS location information, location relative
to stationary position sensors, or location relative to wayside
stations, and record this information to provide an accurate
identification of where a sensed impact took place, and where
on the train the dragging or protruding equipment was
located. Under other circumstances, CPU 220 may be con-
figured to receive signals from sensors 142, 144, 146, 148
indicative of a different combination of vertical and horizon-
tal force components of different magnitude, duration, or
amplitude, and initiate a different control action or set of
control actions, such as autonomously stopping the train, or
sending a signal to a train operator. CPU 220 may also be
configured to store data characteristic of different impacts on
impact elements 102, 104, 106, 108, including the frequency
of certain types of impacts, and any relationship between
other train operating parameters, such as speed, acceleration,
frequency of stops and starts, procedures followed during
switching of trains in train yards, procedures followed during
loading and unloading of'train cars, and the frequency or type
of impacts.

Various implementations of the disclosed method and
apparatus for characterizing objects protruding beneath a
train traveling along rails, as discussed above, may enable
determination of the types of dragging equipment that are
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present, the relative risks associated with the dragging equip-
ment, and the types of control actions that should be imple-
mented in each situation. The data gathered may also allow
for reduction in false alarms or unnecessary stopping of the
train for low risk situations. Additionally, the various imple-
mentations may provide information useful to establishing
procedures and best practices to reduce the number of occur-
rences of dragging equipment or objects otherwise protruding
beneath a train traveling along rails, improving efficiency and
cost savings, and reducing risk to people and property.

One of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that although
CPU 220 is illustrated as a single unit, the functionality pro-
vided by processor could be provided instead by one or more
processors. The one or more processors may be part of a
server, client, network infrastructure, mobile computing plat-
form, or a stationary computing platform, one or more of
which may be contained at a dispatch office, in a single
wayside housing, multiple wayside housings, or at remote
locations communicatively coupled over wired or wireless
networks through communication interface 440.

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that various
modifications and variations can be made to the disclosed
method and apparatus for characterizing an object protruding
beneath a train without departing from the scope of the dis-
closure. Other embodiments of the characterizing method
and apparatus will be apparent to those skilled in the art from
consideration of the specification and practice of the method
and apparatus disclosed herein. It is intended that the speci-
fication and examples be considered as exemplary only, with
atrue scope of the disclosure being indicated by the following
claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of characterizing dragging equipment pro-
truding beneath a train traveling along a rail, the method
comprising:

receiving one or more signals indicative of a detected hori-

zontal force component and a detected vertical force
component generated by impact of the dragging equip-
ment with a stationary impact element of a sensor;
determining, using a processor, a type of the dragging
equipment based on the detected horizontal and vertical
force components, and implementing a control action
based on the determined type of the dragging equipment.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein characterizing the drag-
ging equipment includes making a comparison of the
detected horizontal and vertical force components with
known force components of types of the dragging equipment
expected to impact the stationary impact element.

3. The method of claim 2, further including implementing
a control action based on the comparison.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein implementing a control
action based on the comparison includes taking a first control
action when the detected horizontal and vertical force com-
ponents are approximately the same as known force compo-
nents of impacts by types of the dragging equipment expected
to be hanging down underneath the train.

5. The method of claim 3, wherein implementing a control
action based on the comparison includes taking a second
control action when the detected horizontal and vertical force
components are approximately the same as known force com-
ponents of impacts caused by a flat wheel.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving one or more
signals indicative of a detected horizontal force component
and a detected vertical force component includes receiving
acceleration signals for accelerations in two different
orthogonal directions.
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7. The method of claim 1, wherein characterizing the drag-
ging equipment includes referencing a look-up table of
impact forces characteristically generated by the types of the
dragging equipment expected to impact the stationary impact
element.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein receiving one or more
signals includes generating a charge using the piezoelectric
effect of materials in the sensors, with the charge proportional
to acceleration of the sensors resulting from an impact on the
stationary impact element.

9. The method of claim 1, further including:

determining magnitudes and durations of the detected hori-
zontal and vertical force components; and

characterizing the dragging equipment based on magni-
tudes and durations of the detected horizontal and ver-
tical force components.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein characterizing the
dragging equipment includes comparing magnitudes of the
detected horizontal and vertical force components with
known magnitudes of force components generated by objects
expected to impact the stationary impact element.

11. The method of claim 1, wherein characterizing the
dragging equipment includes comparing durations of the
detected horizontal and vertical force components with
known durations of force components generated by objects
expected to impact the stationary impact element.

12. The method of claim 1, wherein characterizing the
dragging equipment includes:

comparing the detected horizontal force component with a
first range of values; and

comparing the detected vertical force component with a
second range of values to determine the type of the
dragging equipment.

13. The method of claim 1, wherein the type of the drag-

ging equipment includes one of:

a first type including a door hanging down from a hopper;
and

a second type including a dragging air hose or a brake line.

14. An apparatus for characterizing dragging equipment
protruding beneath a train moving along rails, the apparatus
comprising:

a stationary impact element positioned to extend in a direc-
tion approximately orthogonal to a travel direction of the
train and extending across the rails, wherein an impact
surface of the stationary impact element is oriented at an
angle inclined to the travel direction;

one or more sensors mounted on the stationary impact
element in one or more directions that allow each of the
one or more sensors to detect horizontal and vertical
force components on the stationary impact element
when the dragging equipment impacts the stationary
impact element; and

a processor configured to determine a type of the dragging
equipment based on the horizontal and vertical force
components.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the processor is
further configured to characterize the dragging equipment by
comparing the detected horizontal and vertical force compo-
nents with directional force components of known types of
the dragging equipment expected to impact the stationary
impact element.

16. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to implement a control action based on the
comparison.

17. The apparatus of claim 16, wherein the processor is
further configured to implement a first control action when
the horizontal force components are larger than the vertical



US 9,090,271 B2

9

force components, and implement a second control action
when the vertical force components are larger than the hori-
zontal force components, the first and second control actions
being different.

18. The apparatus of claim 15, wherein the processor is
further configured to reference a look-up table of impact
forces characteristically generated by the known types of the
dragging equipment.

19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein:

the stationary impact element is a first stationary impact

element; and

the apparatus further includes a plurality of stationary

impact elements spaced at intervals extending in the
direction approximately orthogonal to the travel direc-
tion of the train and extending across the rails, with at
least one of the plurality of stationary impact elements
positioned between the rails and at least another one of
the plurality of stationary impact elements positioned
adjacent the outside of at least one of the rails.

20. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the one or more
sensors comprise at least one sensor mounted on the station-
ary impact element and adapted to sense acceleration in two
or more orthogonal directions.

21. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the one or more
sensors are each mounted on the stationary impact element at
approximately a 45 degree angle to a horizontal direction
extending across the rails.

22. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the one or more
sensors comprise an accelerometer mounted on the stationary
impact element on a side of the stationary impact element
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opposite from a side on which the dragging equipment
impacts the stationary impact element.

23. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the one or more
sensors comprise transducers that use the piezoelectric effect
to generate charges proportional to acceleration.

24. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the one or more
sensors are embedded in a layer of material adhered to the
stationary impact element.

25. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the type of the
dragging equipment includes one of:

a first type including a door hanging down from a hopper;

and
a second type including a dragging air hose or a brake line.
26. A method of characterizing dragging equipment pro-
truding under a train traveling along a rail, the method com-
prising:
receiving one or more signals indicative of a detected hori-
zontal force component and a detected vertical force
component generated by impact of the dragging equip-
ment with a stationary impact element of a sensor;

receiving from a look-up table known directional force
components of the types of the dragging equipment
expected to impact the stationary impact element;

making a comparison, using a processor, of the detected
horizontal and vertical force components with the
known directional force components;

determining, using the processor, a type of the dragging

equipment based on the comparison; and
implementing a control action based on the comparison.
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